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              2006 Thanksgiving Day Parade Participants 
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The Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club meets at 7:00 pm 
the 2nd Monday  of each month, except for August and 
December because of special events. 
 
The club meetings are held at Airedale Antics  (dogs 
welcome!), 7328 Manchester Ave., Maplewood, MO 
63143 (www.airedaleantics.com) unless otherwise 
noted. 
 
Officers: 

President:  Bill Szalkowski 
Vice President:  Carolyn Herkstroeter 
Secretary:  Marta DeMerath 
Treasurer:  Brian Hantsbarger 

 
Board Members: 
 Sarah Dashner 
 Paul DeMerath 

Suzanne Devaney 
Stan Neimann 

 Kelly Thuet 
 
Web Site:  www.stlsamoyed.com 
 
Samoyed Update Editor:   Paul DeMerath 
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Monday November 10, 2008, 7:00 pm  
Regular Club Meeting at Paul and Marta DeMerath’s 
house.  We will be viewing a segment of the AKC 
Canine Health DVD.  If anyone wants to bring a snack 
that would be great.  Please no dogs so we can watch 
the video without the distractions.  Directions are as 
follows: 
 

- Take the route you’d normally take to access  
  I-64 
- Take I-64 into Illinois  
- Take exit #16 (Shiloh/O’Fallon) and turn right    
  at the light at the top of the exit ramp  
- Continue south past the light at the shopping   
  center entrance and past the light at Dobb’s 
- Go about 2 miles until the light at the top of  
  the hill (Lebanon Ave.)   
- Turn left onto Lebanon Ave. and travel east  
  about 1 mile 
- Turn left into Meadowbruck Lake Estates  
  (Archview).  The subdivision entrance has two  
  large wooded earthen berms with weird  
  triangle-type things 
- Go to the foot of the hill to the first street that  
  is longer than a few feet (Rhett’s Landing)   
- Turn right and we’re the 1st house on the  
  right.   
- 3704 Rhett’s Landing, two-story red brick with  
  green trim  

 
Thursday, November 27, 2008  
Thanksgiving Day Parade, downtown St. Louis.    
Contact Marta at icebowl2@charter.net for more 
information. 
 
Sunday, November 30, 2008  
Ferguson Northern Lights Parade.  Contact Carolyn at 
herkcmw@att.net for more information. 
 
Saturday, January 3, 2009, 6:00 pm  
Our Annual Holiday Awards Banquet and Auction.  
AKC Museum of the Dog.  1721 South Mason, St. 
Louis, MO.  The club will provide the main dish and 
non-alcoholic refreshments.  Please bring a side dish 
or dessert to share.  Dogs are welcome.   
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By Spirit Niemann 

 

Hi Everyone, 
 

I wanted to write a little something to tell you about the 
Novice Weight Pull at the SCA National Specialty. 
It was Monday, September 29. The chief judge went 
into a whole spiel about weight pulling beforehand for 
those who had never done it before, which was pretty 
much everyone. And when he said the empty cart was 
200 pounds by itself Daddy looked at Mommy like, 
"There's no way she's going to pull that." But Mommy 
wasn't worried and neither was I. I pull them all over the 
place on walks. We both knew I could do it.  
 

Everyone voted to increase the weight increments by 40 
pounds each time. I didn't have any trouble at all for a 
long time. It was like I was just going for stroll. Mommy 
says I didn't even know there was anything behind me. 
The last weight I pulled was 405 pounds! I came in 
second. Not bad for my first time! 

 

 
 

Stan, Donna and Spirit with her 2nd place ribbon 
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By Jackie Parchman 

 

There was plenty to do for Sammies who didn’t run 
around the ring, pose, and look gorgeous (sorry, Marta) 
at the Samoyed Club of America National Special in 
Topeka last month.   
 

Herding was held in Cameron, Missouri, about two 
hours away from Topeka.  There were fifty runs, about 
half of them for the first leg of American Herding Breeds 
Association (AHBA) Herding Instinct Certified (HIC) and 
about half for the second leg and first title, Herding 
Capability Test (HCT).   
 

Jeannee Brave, St. Louis Samoyed Rescue, Kansas 
City, KS, took one of her rescue dogs, Harley, for his 
HIC.  Jeannee was pretty sure Harley would be afraid of 
the sheep, but she underestimated her Sammy. 
Harley earned his HIC with flying colors. 
 

Agility was held in the adjacent building.  As always, 
agility is exciting to watch and a very fast dog sport. 
 

Then there was a novice weight pull and also a 
competitive weight pull.  I won’t go into detail about 
Spirit, owned by Stan and Donna Niemann, who I 
believe is writing her own story about a ribbon she won. 
 

In Obedience, High in Trial went to Wind Chaser’s 
Echoes of Nevada, CD, NA, NAJ, RN from the Novice B 
class and owned by Debbie Seder.  High Combined in 
Trial (highest passing scores in both Utility and Open 
classes) went to Ch. MACH Argent’s  Arctic Elegance, 
UDX, RN, HSAs, MXP, MJP, NF owned by Gen 
Deltieure (one of my roomate’s four dogs, so that was 
especially exciting).   
 

There was also Rally Obedience which was designed 
for dogs who were not ready to show in regular 
Obedience.  However, many retired dogs who are no 
longer able to compete in the regular Obedience 
classes are brought out to do rally because it is not as 
taxing, and that is always a nostalgic time.   
 

I understand the entries were a little lower in Obedience 
and Agility than previous years.  Perhaps it was 
because of higher gas prices, or because these events 
were scheduled on the same day and overlapped, 
making it difficult and tiring for handlers and their dogs. 

 

 



��������	
�������

+��)���-�$�
�������������*����#�� �
By Carolyn Herkstroeter 

 

"Samoyed Rescue - Making Dreams Come True" was 
our theme for the Rescue Parade, and for the six 
wonderful Sammies in the parade, dreams did come 
true.  If they had not been adopted by their families and 
given a second chance in life, they would have been 
lost on the street, in shelters, or languished forever in 
puppy mill cages. 
 

St. Louis Samoyed Rescue was proud to be able to 
sponsor this recognition of our adopted dogs at our 
National Specialty.  Even though there were few of us, it 
was a great parade and we thank everyone who 
contributed.  We had wonderful goody bags for each 
dog, thanks to generous donors.  Lori Chapek-Carleton 
kindly brushed and spiffed up each dog pre-parade.  
Colorado Rescue gave each dog a beautiful White Pine 
leash and collar.  The dogs seemed to know it was their 
chance to shine as they pranced around the ring. 
 

Thanks to Paul DeMerath, our photographer; Mark 
Heatherly, our MC--who had to shout himself hoarse 
because we were not provided with a PA system; to 
Carl Herkstroeter, Jackie Parchman and Maria Kirylo for 
their help, and to Lisa Heatherly for the beautiful 
ribbons. 
 

While our rescue dogs are not show dogs, as the 
ribbons state, they are “FIRST IN OUR HEARTS”. 
 

Good show, St. Louis! 
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By Jackie Parchman 

 

So this was my first experience being partly responsible 
for a rescue booth at the National, which was held in 
Topeka this year, September 29 through October 4. 
 
The participation was not as great as we had hoped.  
There were only three rescues participating - Denver, 
(Andi Mast, Jane Reller, Thalia Peletis, Pam Arnold), 
Playing Again Sams from Wisconsin (Maria Kirylo), and 
St. Louis (Carl and Carolyn Herkstroeter, Lisa and Mark 
Heatherly, Jeannee Brave, and Donna and Stan 
Niemann), and Lori Chapek-Carleton who was the Chair 
of the Rescue Booth.  I guess because St. Louis was 
the closest, we had many more people who attended 
and who worked at the rescue booth.  
 
As a result of the low participation, there were not as 
many things to sell, so probably the booth was not as 
busy as usual.  Also the booth could have been in a 
better location - that’s just my opinion.  However, our 
thanks go to everyone who sent items - especially to 
Rosalie Kuelker and Suzanne Devaney who worked so 
hard making stuff to sell. 
 
I believe the Rescue Auction did quite well, though I 
don’t have the figures for any of it yet.  
 
Lisa’s “wood dog” entry was sold in the last auction of 
the National and I know it brought in at least $45 - 
because I bid $40 and didn’t get it!  Of course, SCA got 
that money, not us.   
 
Nonetheless, I think those of us who attended were glad 
to meet each other in person, and, hopefully, we will 
have a chance to meet again at another National. 
 
 
 

 
 

Jeanee Brave, Jackie Parchman, and Maria Kirylo at the 
Rescue Booth 
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By Marta DeMerath 

 

Live Auction/Wood Dog Competition 
 

Paul and I arrived at the Kansas Expocentre in Topeka 
late Wednesday afternoon, October 1st.  We quickly 
unloaded (well, as quickly as you can unload a heavy 
and unwieldy weathervane) the wood dogs and 
scherenschnitte onto a handcart and proceeded into the 
building.  The number of oohs and aahs we received as 
we wheeled the Club’s entries by the onlookers was 
amazing.  After meeting with Celinda Cheskawich, we 
placed the wood dogs on display in the Art Room.  
From word we heard on Thursday, the judges were 
quite torn as to which wood dog should receive 1st 
place.  The Club entry (made by Suzanne Devaney) 
didn’t win, but was thought to be so spectacular that it 
was included in the Live Auction for SCARF on 
Thursday evening.  The weathervane was purchased by 
Kathleen Farlow (2009 Sweepstakes judge) for $450.  
The $450 was considerably more than the 1st place dog 
earned!!  In other Live Auction news, Suzanne’s 
scherenschnitte was sold to SCA Vice-president, Pam 
Barbe, for $250.  Lisa Heatherly also made a second 
Club wood dog.  Her entry was a mosaic dog standing 
on a base covered with Kansas sunflowers.  
 
I don’t think any other Clubs donated either wood dogs 
or items for the live auction.  Our group should be very 
proud of its contributions.  Samoyed health research 
and education will benefit from our donations. 
 

    
 

Left - Kathleen Farlow with the Wood Dog Weathervane 
Right - Pam Barbe with the Scherenschnitte 

Below – Wood Dog Mosaic Entry 
 

 

Conformation 
 

Paul and I camped out at the corner of the show ring 
the remaining three days of our stay.  We were able to 
see the dog classes, the bitch classes and intersex 
(Best of Breed).  The shear number of beautiful 
Samoyeds is always amazing to me.  We were able to 
watch and discuss what we saw, with other Samoyed 
owners and breeders.  While we had our own favorites, 
it’s always nice to get the opinions of people far more 
“senior” in the breed.   
 
The Reserve Winners Dog was Snowater’s Walk the 
Line.  He is owned by Ken and Kari Granacki.  Winners 
Dog (and Best of Winners) was Braveheart’s Happy 
Trails 2 U.  He is owned by Mary Lee Lloyd.  Cabaka’s 
Gabe of Rock Star was the Reserve Winners Bitch.  
She’s owned by Gitte Morell and Kim Jensen of 
Denmark.  Hawkwind’s Silver Star Garnet was the 
Winners Bitch.  She’s owned by Nancy Featherstone 
and Suzie Black.  Ch. Polar Mist X-tasy was awarded 
Best of Breed.  She is owned by Wolfgang Stamp and 
Barbara Bruns of Germany and handled by Nancy 
Martin.  John Ronald and his wife, Kathy, own Ch. 
Seadog’s Smugglers Cove the Best of Opposite Sex.  
Many other placements were made to Veteran 
dogs/bitches, Working dogs/bitches, Stud dog, Brood 
bitch, Brace, Team and Junior Showmanship.  All the 
winners are listed at www.onofrio.com  
 

 
 

Joe Deleo with Tucker (Ch. Celticfrost All Tuckered Out) and 
his get during Stud Dog Competition 

 
Extras 

 
One of the highlights of the Nationals is the opportunity 
to socialize with other members of the fancy.  Some of 
these people are people you only see at the Specialty 
since they live many hours away or in other countries.  
We enjoyed all the gatherings, both formal and informal 
and can’t wait to see everyone again in Indianapolis in 
2009. . . maybe we’ll even have a little girl to show in 
the puppy classes! 
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By Marta DeMerath 

 
While at the National Specialty, we found out that Nicky 
was a “Poster Child” for the “Fields of Dreams!”  From 
what I understand, Karen McFarland had asked for 
Samoyed photos.  The Samoyeds would then be drawn 
on the “Fields of Dreams” T-shirts.  Little did we know, 
Kathy Bube, Nicky and Mac’s breeder, gave Karen a 
photo we had sent her of the boys when they were only 
about ten weeks old.  Nicky was pictured giving Mac a 
kiss.  I guess Karen liked the photo well enough to have 
Nicky drawn between the “i” and “e.”  Poor Mac, like 
Kevin Costner in “The Big Chill,” was edited out of the 
final picture.  Below is the original photo and a photo of 
the T-shirt. 
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RiverCity’s Moonlight Frost (Pat Schuler, owner) went 
Best of Winners and Best of Opposite Sex for 1 pt each 
day at the Burlington, Iowa KC shows on Aug. 16th and 
17th.  
 

River City Fyrnice Itsnomirage (Pat Schuler, co-owner) 
was awarded Winners Bitch for 2 pt.s at the Heart of 
America Kennel Club show on Aug. 23. 
 

River City’s Moonlight Frost (Pat Schuler, owner) placed 
2nd in the Junior Dog 12-15 month Futurity Class at the 
SCA Nationals on Sept. 30. 
 

Spirit (Stan and Donna Neimann, owners) placed 2nd in 
the Novice Weight Pull at the SCA Nationals.  Spirit 
pulled 405lbs 
 

 
 

2008 Summer BBQ at the Niemann’s 
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By Sue Kabler 

 
Pixie is an older Sammy girl and is doing very well with 
Felicia Chesser at Misfit Rehab. She was very fearful 
and shy when she came to us. She's now going to dog 
parks, Petco and, even came to the Canine Games. 
She loves to play with the other dogs and is slowly 
learning that people can be fun, too. She has an 
interested adopter. 
 

 
 

Pixie after a visit to the “Beauty Salon” 
 
Barrow is at Westinn Kennels. He came from Fulton, 
MO. He's very cute, young and has a very carefree 
attitude about life. He's full of energy and curiosity, but 
needs obedience training. He's small, about 47 lbs.  
 
Snowflake is a 16 month old darling. She and another 
Sam, a male, were found wandering around Columbia 
and were turned in to the Humane Society. We took 
them when they wound up with kennel cough and had 
them treated. They're both at Westinn Kennel.  Her pal, 
Snowball, is about 4 yrs. old and is very shy and 
hesitant about new things. He's very sweet and needs 
his confidence built up. They're both small, under 50 
lbs. and are being "fattened up".  
 
Samantha (now Mindy) and Glitter (now Margo) have 
been adopted by Carl and Carolyn Herkstroeter and 
Coda has been adopted by Kathy and Eric Saxton. The 
Saxtons adopted Cash from us last year. 
 
Quincy is being fostered in Kansas City by Jeannee 
Brave. He was at the Independence Animal Shelter. 
She got him out and took him to her vet for his shots 
and tests. He's heart worm negative, but did have 
kennel cough. He's recovered now and is enjoying 
playing with Harley, Jeannee's male Sam. He has a 
very interested adopter there in Kansas City. 
 
www.stlsamrescue.org  
www.samoyedrescue.org 
www.iGive.com  
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By Paul DeMerath, Co-Chairman 

 
We had beautiful weather for this year’s Canine Games 
and it was a pleasure seeing so many club members 
willing to volunteer their time to help make the Canine 
Games a success.  The Canine Games would not have 
been possible without Purina Farms who show such 
generosity in hosting the Canine Games.  We’re also 
grateful to the Purina Farms staff for providing such 
outstanding hospitality to our club and to our guests. 
 

 
 

Many people commented that there seemed to be less 
foot traffic than in previous years, but I’m happy to 
report that in the end, our gross revenue was within 5% 
of our 2007 Canine Games revenue.  I estimate that 
there were about 500 people in attendance this year 
and about 350 dogs participating in the events, 
including 18 Samoyeds.  
 

Love a Golden Rescue hosted this year’s Rescue 
Parade which had about 20 participants.  They are to be 
commended for their efforts and for their continual 
commitment to our Canine Games.  We owe a special 
debt of gratitude to Kevin Wheeler for volunteering once 
again to be our Master of Ceremonies for the event.   
 

 

The 2008 Canine Games featured many typical events 
from years past and a few new events as well.  We 
welcomed back Search and Rescue and added Race 
the Wind, where dogs run and are clocked by a radar 
gun.  We’d like to thank the following organizations and 
people for hosting this year’s events and look forward to 
their continued involvement in the Canine Games: 
 

·  AKC Canine Good Citizen ® Testing –  
Audrey Edwards and Linda Hayes 

 

·  Agility – Zone Busters Agility, Inc. 
 

·  Conformation/Junior Handler – Spirit of  
St. Louis Samoyed Club 

 

·  Dog Park – Dogparks of Greater St. Louis 
 

·  Flyball – Gateway Flyball Association 
 

·  Frisbee – St. Louis Disc Dog Club 
 

·  Good Manners/Dog Tricks and  
Novice Show ‘N Go – Westin Kennels 

 

·  Harness Events – Gateway Sled Dog Club 
 

·  Lure Coursing – St. Louis Area Sight Hounds 
(SLASH) 

 

·  Race the Wind – St. Charles Humane Society 
 

·  Rally Obedience – Greater St. Louis  
Training Club, Inc. 

 

·  Search & Rescue – Gateway Search Dogs, Inc. 
 

 
 

The Canine Games Raffle, benefiting both the Spirit of 
St. Louis Samoyed Club and St. Louis Samoyed 
Rescue, was hosted by Bill and Diana Szalkowski.  
Many thanks to Bill and Diana and especially to Diana 
and to all the others that donated items for the raffle.  
 

 



��������	
�����5�

 

 
 

We had a full slate of vendors, so much so that we had 
to station one of them across the driveway from the 
other vendors.  Our vendor registration revenue was the 
highest it has been in the last five years.  Many thanks 
to our vendors whose commitment to the Canine 
Games make it a more comprehensive experience for 
people and dogs alike.  The 2008 Spirit of St. Louis 
Canine Games vendors were: 
 

·  Airedale Antics  
 

·  Dog Academy  
 

·  Love a Golden Rescue 
 

·  Masterpieces by Margaret 
 

·  Mixed Breed Dog Club, St. Louis 
 

·  Operation SPOT 
 

·  Personal Prints 
 

·  Pet Stuff Etc. 
 

·  St. Charles Humane Society 
 

·  St. Louis Animal Blood Bank 
 

·  St. Louis Samoyed Rescue 
 

·  Second Chance Sheltie Rescue  
 

·  Shure Pets Products 
 

·  Team Dog! St. Louis 
 

·  TLS Digital Photography 
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Nov. 8-9  Ozarks KC  Springfield, MO 
 

Nov. 22-23* Lake Shore KC  Crete, IL 
                            (Roy Jones) 
 

Nov. 29-30 Edwardsville, KC  Belleville, IL 
 

Nov. 29-30 Kankakee River V. KC Kankakee, IL
  (Foy Trent) 
 

Dec. 6-7** NW Arkansas KC  Fayetteville, AR 
 

Dec. 11-12* Starved Rock KC  Wheaton, IL 
  (Roy Jones) 
 

Jan. 24-25** St. Charles, MO KC Lake STL., MO 
 

Jan.24-25 Park Shore KC  Grayslake, IL 
  (Roy Jones) 
 

Unless otherwise noted, Onofrio is the Superintende nt. 
*-  Obedience Trials    
**- Obedience and Rally offered 
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Nov.1-2*  Glenbard  Obed. Club Wheaton, IL
  (Roy Jones) 
 

Nov. 7-9* Evansville Obed. Club Evansville, IN 
   (Mimi Nicholson, Trial Sec.  7939  

Washington Ave.  Evansville, IN  47715) 
 

Nov.8-9*  Car-dun-al/Fox Valley St. Charles, IL 
(Jean Munger , Trial Sec.  47W656  
Shirewood Farm Rd.  Hampshire, IL  60140) 
(Beth Elliot, Trial Sec.  9N909  Koshare Trail  
Elgin, IL  60124-4306) 

 

Nov. 15-16*  Dog Training Club of C-U Urbana, IL 
(Mary Phillips, Trial Sec.  709 E. Oregon  
Urbana, IL  61801) 

 

Jan. 3-4  Evansville Obed. Club Evansville, IN 
(Kelly Austin, Trial Sec.  P.O. Box 15816  
Evansville, IN  47716-0816) 

 

*- Rally offered  
 

Submitted by Marta DeMerath 
 

Carob Chip Bundt Cake  
 

This is a darker, richer, peanut flavored cake with carob chips 
and carob drizzled on top.  A beautiful cake that serves 16-20 
dogs, if you're having a bigger party.  
 

1 cup whole wheat flour 
1 teaspoon baking soda 
1/4 cup peanut butter 
1/4 cup butter, melted 
1/3 cup honey (optional) 
1 egg 
1/2 cup carob chips (carob is a chocolate substitute)*  
 

Mix the dry ingredients.  Add the remaining ingredients and 
mix quickly.  Bake in a greased ring mold at 350° for 40  
minutes.  Drizzle melted carob over cake when cooled.  
Store in the refrigerator.  
 

·  Do not use chocolate chips. If you cannot find carob 
chips, make the cake without them. 
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Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club 
Paul DeMerath, Editor 
3704 Rhett’s Landing 
Belleville, IL  62221-0414 
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The deadline for submissions to the Samoyed Update Fall 
issue is January 15, 2009!  Please e-mail your brags, reports, 
articles, pictures etc. to:  icebowl2@charter.net  
 

Subscription to the Samoyed Update is included with 
membership in the Spirit of St. Louis Samoyed Club.   
Please visit our web site at:  www.stlsamoyed.com   
For additional membership information please contact  
Marta DeMerath at: icebowl2@charter.net 
 

Non-members may subscribe at the cost of $5 per year  
(4 issues).  Please contact Paul at: icebowl2@charter.net 

 
 

Cody with St. Louis Rams Cheerleaders 
 2006 Thanksgiving Day Parade 
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Club Meeting  on Monday, November 10, 7:00 pm at Paul and 
Marta DeMerath’s house. 
 

Thanksgiving Day Parade  on Thursday November 27.  
Contact Marta for more information. 
 

Ferguson Northern Lights Parade  on Sunday November 30.  
Contact Carolyn for more information. 
 

Annual Holiday Awards Banquet and Auction  on Saturday 
January 3, 2009, 6:00 pm at the AKC Museum of the Dog.   


